Chinese parents and students are getting better
ASinformed, more and more students realize

that going to a community college and then
transferring to a 4-year university is a viable (and in fact
a more desirable) way towards getting a degree in the US.
In fact, many found that it could afford a higher chance of
getting into top-ranked (top-200) universities because of
the special arrangement between community colleges and
universities.

The advantages of first going through a community college
include:

1. Lower Tuition

The tuition in a community college ranges from $4,000
— 10,000 per year as compared to $18,000 - $40,000
for many universities in the US.

2. LowTOEFL/IELTS requirement (if any)

TOEFL requirement ranges from 400 to 500 (iBT 32 to
61) vs 550 (iBT 80) or higher in many universities.

Furthermore, most community colleges have well-
developed ESL programs.

3. No SAT required

4. Gradual Acclimatization and easier transition
into US college life

It is easier for international students to transition to a
major university by first studying 2 years at a community
college. A major university can be very intimidating for
people who are new to the US education system.

5. Small class size — more personal

A typical class in a community college has about 20
students; whereas an undergraduate class can easily
have 500 students in a major university. The small
class size offers a distinct advantage for international
students. Students get to know the instructors and the
instructors can adjust the pace of the class according to
the students’ level.
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6. Established priority transfers to pathway
universities

In many cases, students in community colleges can get
priority admission into certain partner universities as
early as in November prior to the year of admission.
In fact, many universities have Guaranteed Admissions
arrangements for students who have a GPA of 2.00 —
3.2, depending on programs.

7. Easier to get higher GPA

It is a lot easier to get higher GPA in community
colleges. Getting a GPA of 3.5 is not unusual.

8. Concurrent US HS completion (which could
save | year of time).

For students who have not quite completed their
HS program, they can enrol in certain community
colleges to complete a US HS program as well as the
UT program simultaneously (without additional time).
Afterwards, they can transfer to a university for 2 years
to get a degree.

On the other hand, there are issues unless the student
knows what to do and how to select the suitable community
college. The disadvantages could include:

1. There are |12 community colleges in California
alone and 37 in Washington (as examples). Not all
community colleges are created equal. To identify the
right community college is of pivotal importance.

2. Community colleges are mainly for providing services to
local students. Only certain community colleges are in
fact properly equipped to handle international students
(in terms of providing proper and competent counseling
and infrastructure support). This would make a huge
difference during the student’s stay in the community
college and for his/her transfer to universities.

3. Not all courses are transferable. It is important to
map out the courses carefully to assure transferability
to the target universities that the student aspires
to transfer to. Identifying suitable universities will
also become crucial to ensure that the student can
indeed transfer and move on to obtain a degree.
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If you like to take advantage of this opportunity to realize your
dream of university studies in the US, make an appointment to
meet with an iREP counselor to start your road to top-ranked US
universities. The first-hour consultation is free.
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DISCLAIMER:

This write-up is for general reference only. The contents are subject to
changes at any time without prior notice.
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